SCOTT MET PERILS |
AMUNDSEN ESCAPED

Comparison. of Their Reports
Shows That the Elements
Doomed British Party.

_ The Widow and the Fdtherless.
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ONCE ONLY 130 MILES APART

Even Then Fortune Was Frowning |
on Scott, While Amundsen Was
Meeting Most Favorable Conditions.

" Capt. Roald Amundsen and Capt. Rob-
ert F. Scott passed each other in the ant-
arctic some time during Christinas week
of 1211. Amundsen, jubilant in his vic-
tory, was speedin‘g; away from the Dpole,
with good fortune attending each day's|
journeyx. Scott, still hopeful, was forging’
stukbornly toward his goal, passing from
the &§06lh 10 the 87th paraliel and fixing;
his records and supplies so that when the;

)

- SRR e
last auxiliary detachment "of his party :
started back under the guidance of Lieut. -
Evans he would be ready for the final .
dash. ro
Amundsen was returning, confident that
he had Leen the first man to stand at .
the south pole. 1t was conceivable that 7
another had been before him and-that] %
storms had destroyed any unsubstantial,
memorial that might have been left to:
mark the conguest. But this seemed im-! _ | |
probable. for when he was at the.pole! The weather contrmast holds from thel gtto'“:.‘z.e'igagge great zood fortune. e Scotts
the weather was calm. and he behe‘:ed: : . start. o Take the: gutwat'd passage fortitude—and mistertunes innumerable,
that this was the prevalent condition: | b D B S T ot that distance PSeott N
above the last level plains of snow. S0 - lwroté: a istance. Sco
while Scoit was pyshing on Amundsen “Phe weather grew ' worse, some
was sweeping back to Winter quarters, Stoﬁ'm.s were irequ%nti t}:]e sky contilll-
> i +ai i A ually ‘overcast, and ‘land very rarely
happy in the atiainment of ,:’fshg"ial . visiblé. Under these circumstances, it
That was the spirit In which tne two was most difficult to keep a straight
rival explorers passed each other in that course 'a(.ind e__ma,u}ltam ,steac}iy 1:i'nl'uzl.rches."
. . . ; - 1 : Amundsen, who crosse 1€ same
Christmas week now a little more than 2 > : _ latitnde.  about. a o earlier. reo
year ago. The exact hour and the posi- vasl K- _ POrts:, _ n:m
tion of their passing ca2nnot e deter- ! < ; : “Thebtrip from 812'deg1'ees ito S3 dei-
i = i3 » whi 1 arees became a pleasure frip—excel-
mmed'ﬁ but f}-?'“ ule; _“sTt“or}, ?hleh Cap-t ! Tent ground, fine sledging and oan
Amundsen cabilea to Tz TIMES upon nis even temperature. ' Jverything went
return to Tasmania and the Story which like a dance.”
Capt. Scott sent back_in the first week of : . The blizzard swhich made Scott’'s ad-
1912 by the hand of Lieut. Evans. it can “vance so difficult at this point was proba-
be roughly calculated that they were “bly the same storm which afflicted
nearest together on Dee. 2§, 1911, when - Amundsen at the same’ time, while he
they were a little more than 200 miles | was passing from 83 to 86 degrees. A
from the pole and about 130 miles apart. stop of four days was forced by a bliz-
A{ the rate of Amundsen's returning zard, and then, ‘‘tired of this,” as he
speed he could have crossed the interven- said in his own account, he and his men
ing ice and snow and met Scott in less pushed 'on in a furious blizzard, through
than five days' traveling. i ; drifting snow so _cdense that there was no
Each had just experienced a Christimas . ) seeing ahead, Badly frozen faces paid
spent in the polar snows. To each the | O ‘ the penalty for the_distance covered in
marking of the day was a ceremony. 30 i the gale of Nov. 27. It was not until
I2ach noted it in the story he sent to the the 29th that the sun shone again, and
world. They had eaten their Christimas the wind died down.
dinners. these explorers, not muca more 3 Seaman Evans of the Scott party died
than 150 miles apart. To one it was a on I'eb. 17 at the foot of Beardmore Gla-
feast of celebration, to the other, perhaps, ! cier. Some time before he had suffcred
a dedication. : a brg,n} 'coqcftl§3110trilf lTlvmle trf'-n'_eling Sovelt;
. . - : rough ice—*' frightfully rough ice.,” Scot
Shackleton's Vision of the Race. | | called 112 lgfa\ﬁrsed (;vhen the weatlaer was
- i - i i - unspeakable. Amundsen experienced rough
| Thousands of- mx.les away, amu}i. tlle i e ice, too. Roughest of all was the * Dev-
comfort of very dlfferen‘f sun:oun m.us,‘, 3 5 3 . i's Glacier,” with its lower part much
another explorer was eating his Christ-; S e brokegf&rz}d gu ﬁqgel‘qll‘llsér'l‘he snow Ibrldgeg
i inki 3i A RN W S SR N very, ' dsr. There were holes an
mas dinner -and thinking of thern_. Sll'f 3 *‘t‘f RSy ‘-:""“?5‘@-..; 0 5 ‘-‘ crevices without number. Then came the
Ernest Shackleton, who had experienced oy S S S5 frozen sea, and the most unpleasant
two antarctic Christmases, spoke of them | 3 : R ' & sttlgt‘tc(ﬁl.tgg ?}lllﬁe\ﬁ'rgugadsein caf}lled th;ﬁ
3 ve i - i x ; ‘ str ’ necing ace.”
on Christmas L‘}e in London, when all | e - sounded hollow, as though they were
England was wondering whether Scott walking on empty barrels, and there a
had achieved the fulfillhment of his hope— I man aﬁ‘d a dog fell througt':
to spend Christmas Da) at the most - . e S - _ — e .
souiiherl}' point of th;i'-f glgs%e- ilet ' . _ - L T~ CProTo S &7 . SBROWLY =~ BROD) ‘The Elements Doomed Scott.
** I picture to .myself,” ackleton salid, Mrs. Scott, the Pacifi - I dead husband, .. | ) . ,
« Seott and Amundsen on the big plateau, | rs <o now on e Pacific going to sSeel< hﬁir-ghezs a“ssf’f:';treig.d their son, aged 3 years. Mrs Scot Altogetl.le,r." howevei. Amundsen . was
about 10,000 feet above the level of the - blessed with good weather. The very ele- |
sea, close to the pole, but whether fighting
their way toward it or on their way back . _ | 3
after discovery. who can say? I imagine! should never be a drag on the chances of : — et :
a strong, biting. and southerly wind, with the others, said to them, ‘I am just go- 86 . ' 88
a temperature of about 40 desrtrees below ing outside.” and walked into the teeth g r= —— ~
zero, warm clothes, frozen sleeping bags, of the raging blizzard to die, as Scott said 8 ’ - —iT
and a thin tent, which just serves to keep he-died, like a ‘‘ brave man and an Eng- , ) T
out theewind, but not the cold. Food will iish gentleman.”” Those were the things e —~Zz
be short, but T am sure, from my experi- that Scott and his men knew at the very 90 ' - AL,
ence, that little bits of biscuit and bacon time when the first plaudits for Amund- : 2t 54.
have been hoarded up for the great dayv sen's achievement were coming {rom — ==y
and a diminutive plum pudding will be every land. - By March 29, when Scott ; 7
produced from the place where it has lain and the other two survivors of the party Q5 . - 2354
hidden, though talked and thought about were probably overcome, the Fram had C 2k ;
for at least a2 couple of months. Inspired started on her way from Hobart to : ' W e
by that succulent delicacy, So different Buenos Aires. A i /00 A
from the ordinary sledging fare, the There is one last comparison to make, . 7NN
thoudhts of the explorers will come very On that day. Nov. 12, when Wright's : o F i _ “CLP PR
close to home. - searching party. scouring the antarctic 05 : . SR
“If either of the main expeditions has snows for the lost leader and compan- K | AT
already planted its couniry’s flag at the fons, same upon Scott’s tlent and {ihe m g 2
pole, the day will be one of pure joy in - three dead men within, Amundsen had - _ ,a;.',,: Z_
that camp, however scanty may be the tasted the triumph of a reception in nmnr . » R A
fare and however frostbitten may be ihe | Christiania, and was headed for L.ondon, - - WAL
limbs and faces of the explorers.” ‘ Wher}% ht% g’asi fio address the Roval Geo- | . v S
i aphical Society. ' v <,
The Tysvo Christmas Dinners. g1ab ) 15 '/5;}%&
) ) . Aymundsen Never Short of Food. ! : AN
Shackieton had prophesied aright. This Perh " trikine trast b ' P o
was Amundsen's story of Christmas, 1911, | | et Rtrls t]e* most S tT:fe:snDiscc;lrll Y&Se de- 72y
as it was cabled from Hobart in the fol- tween ihe two nartats . e {20 A/
lowine March : " geriptions of the return trips. Scott’'s / P A
-y gnd my I.our companions on the nole brief story of that final halt eleven iniles o L FEREE
iparty ke tl the Chl‘iStII':la.S fest‘l-ll . Dth from the supplies that might have saved - ,g;/;/ A
ihiﬂ*h mc:upt o ta e t & tval m e them, with food almost gone angq the 125 ' /;4;:__-' 7z
| s ntains, not a great distance from blizzard making - further advance out of » By
Lthe pole. The feast consisted of an extra the question—this brief sltorymfonowing , : - /-/,-;«‘,;; . -
' allowance of biscuits cooked in a porridge the account of the fearful cold and the - . ot and Armundcen .
Ir' d ol o ! * . inumn Se ] . -
i a poor substitute for the abundance of the | strong  head winds during the return 13 - O =C. £8 191 Milee Ax Ly DecZs 1 130 .
| Norwesi . . . | trip when they did not know_ what it q 3 mundsen e S Scott on |
Iilm "V?lu}?;n Christmas, but we enjoyed it was to have one completely fine day— — st to Pole 3
%?if‘{}", . 1 must be read side by side with the story 2 :
celebrate Amundsen’s party the day was, !|of Amundsen’s return, which was brief, \
: celebrated by no resting. but was devoted. not because he was weak from hunger ‘ ,253\ I35
rd L__ . .

and exposure when he wrote it, but be- - . /
cause it was too placidly uneventful to '135 . N A
be worth telling. Witness the paragraph - .

he gave to it:

' Iike the other days of that stretch, to a
| vigorous advance toward the Winter quar-,
! ters. Scott's narrative is more terse at.
, this point and needs fillihg by the imagi-

-

N

 hation. There were elght in the party
then, for it was a week before Evans and
the other 1o turned toward the north.

“0On Christmas Day,” Scott wrote in
tha’ next to the last communication to
civilization, ‘““ we were close up to the
eignty-sixth parallel, and the prospect ol
Christmas fare gave- us an excellent
march of seventeen miles, but the effect
was not so happy the following day.”

From comparisons of the stories told by
t Scott and Amundsen it is possible to fix
where each one was when the other was
passing through some noteworthy period
of his undertaking.

When Scott started from Hut Point,
with high hopes for his ultimate success,
November wag already two days old and
Amundsen had moved well on his way to-
ward the pole. By thai time Amundsen
was advancing from S1 degrees to 82 de-
: 7rees, a latitude that Scott did not reach
till Thanksgiving Day.

Amundsen the Favorite of Fortune.

On the day of Amundsen’'s triumph, Dec.
14. 1911, when he and his men reached
the south pole. Scott was still stiuggling

aging conditions overhead and underfoot.

Amundsen’s narrative of those days
when he turned from the pole and start-
ed on the long journey to Winter quar-
| ters, is a story of serenity. Scott's is one
tof disheartening circumstance. While
‘Amundsen was at the goal. where all
i hands took hold of the silken flag of

Norway to place it™in posgition, Scott was
meeﬁmg fihese conditions:

*“ Largely as a result of the snowst
the lower reaches of the glacier vggllg
filled with terribly soft snow. Men on
foot sank {o the knee at each step. It
would have been quite impossible to ad-
vance had we not pulled on skis, As it
was the runner surfdce of the sledges
proved inadequate. They frequently sank
to the crossobars, requiring to bs ex-
tracted with standing™ pulls.: For four.
days we struggled in this morass, scarce-
Iy advancing five miles a day. although
working ten to eleven hours. We did not'
get abreast of Cloudbreaker Mountain |
u&m eéh? 17th]. [f.hee1 day that Amundsen
start 1ome,] so that the sno !
a,Iweelk's afdvanc:e." W cost us

n his final message to the |
wihich was found with Scott’s bg’d‘;!mi%'
his tent, ne speaks at the outset of this:
period- of high wind and soft snow as!
one of the big misfortunes of the en-!
deavor. |

Probably, next to that hour of 3 P. M.
Dec. 14, when Amundsen reached the|
south pole, his greatest triumph was|
when the cable carried the news of his|
victory to his King and to  the world. |
That was on March 8 last. and at that|
time Capt. Scott and his three compan-
ions were experiencing the bitterst disap-]-
pointments and suffering. Evans had
died, and already Oates was enduring.
pain almost beyond human strength.

‘““I do mnot think human beings ever
came tnrough such a month as we haive|
coime through.” the dying Scott wrote|
of that very period when the Fram put
into port at Hobart, and the news of
Amundsen’s success was flashed around
the world. The stories, genuine gor - pi=|
rated, were still fresh in_,thsa;-minds"‘of‘,aﬂ"
the - civilized world -when, [ in .the far
southern ice fields, Capt. Oates  of ‘the!
Inniskillen Dragoons, determined that-‘hei

toward the goal under the most discour-

' male dog at 821, degrees and the dogs

1 large snow cairn used- as a depoti there,

““« On ihe return journey we had not a
single day's rest. We did not even rest
on Christmas Day, but passed on, day
after day, through all weathers. There )
was little that was adventurous about 1o
the trip, but it was very hard work.” _

The ineffaceable picture of Scott and
Wwilson and Bowers dead from starvatioh ‘
in the tent must be kept, historically be- 4
side Amundsen’s graphic account. 82

“Of real hardships in the way of food !
on the pole journey there were none.
Rather the reverse, for when my compan-
jons reached the ship they were almost 115
fat. and could not eat as much as when ~
they started. The dogs. too, were fat and
that they hag- lived well during the last
part of the journey was -shown by the
fact that they would hardly touch the
seal meat, which was lying in large quan- ) >
tities about the base camp.” ] . ,{@-

The matter of food differs markedly in | Q{"O;..;,;,S
the two stories. Throughout Scott’s story ;i 0 S !
that he sent back on Jan. 3, 1912 by : oY - A= A
Liegt Evans runs a consiant note of con- \GPPPEY, L
cern about the supplies, which would . ¢ =
probably mnot have appeared in Amund- {50
en's story, even had his Dbeen written e e | 7
when the pole was still some 150 miles ~ Zoibile, S5 /
ahead of him. Scott wrote on Iec. 21, ‘ e /
after the loss of a week due to the soft -
snow and-fearful winds:

“By progitamme [ arranged to push on r I
from the 85th parallel with eight men
and 12 units of provisions, but T hope to /
reserve a margin over this. As we stand, |
we are only half a day’s food short on :
programme and should have a good 1
chance of getting through.” -

It was with a month’s provisions that
the party of five started south from
$7.32 degrees on Jan, 3, with the polei
then onlyv a fortnight's distance off. Even
despite his earlier anxiety., Scott calcu-
lated later that the advance party would :
have returned to the glacier wiih a sur- - . L
plus of food had it not been for the sick-
ness and injury to Evans. e gave as
one of the three fatal misfortunes the 1
sickening of Oates, the delaying _storm '
and the ‘“shortage of fuel in our depots’ i l ‘
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—the fuel so necessary for the prepara-
tion of food that mizht have saved them.
When that final message was written,
‘there was “fuel for one hot meal and food 4
for two days.” .

Dogs at the Food Reserve.
Scott set down in his message that he

Tndsen
OoxiL. Nov.2.
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couid not account for the shortage at the | 6P ' 165 170

175 w0 s

depcts: Amundsen, however, foresaw and
feared a tampering with his depots and

170 185

approached each one of them on the re-
turn with apprehension. He gave this

acecur.t:
‘“ Three of the bhest dogs deserted the —.
rarty at & degrees. He had killed a fe- iarg

we:nt back, searching for her. This caused
us great anxiety, for it was feared that

which Lthe party depended. When we re-
turned to 85 degrees, after being at the
nole, we saw fresh dog tracks around theé

left for food at this depot.”

Curiously ernough, the pemmican in the plcrer:
deprot was untouched. Traces of the dogs L e )
‘were followed to S21; degrees, where the} 1
 female dog had been killed. They had
found the body, which was placed. on a
‘neap of snow ,as a food reserve for the.
party, and, having eaten it, the dogs had

regard to food, we had full
rations all the way, but in that climate

to having as much as a man can eat,
Thére seems little limit to one’'s eat-
ing powers when doing a hard sledg-

Igone tg the depot at §2 degrees, Where a
L] N - .

ing Journey.
rFl . \ -

- When Scott and Amundsen Passed.

number of cases were Dpiled up.
They had got at one of the cases of pem-
mizan and had not only eaten that, but
] hgd‘ als(ci ea.%eg:l thet_ lleat:heTr1 str:}ms;;i’l alndl
the dogs would* pillage the depots, on other indigestible articles. 1ey had aiso

Py N eaten two dags which we had killed and:;

. How different was Amundsen’s food ex-
perience from Scott's is recorded in this
paragraph cabled by the Norwegian ex-

"vorable weather.”

full rations are a very different thing

et s st sl 4.

However, i1 the return

journey. we had not merely full ra-
tions, but as much as we could eat
from the depots after passing 86 de-

- grees.’”’

Altogether .s\mundsen’s»ﬁ"eturn jour-

i ney was far easier than his trip to
'the poleyr for the latter had been ac-

complished on an average march of
25 KkKilometers a day. They came home
at a rate of 3¢ kilometers a day. This
Amundsen explained by “unusually fa-
Aluch of his good
fortune and Scott's tragedy may be
written .in terms of weather—and his
unusaally favorable return weather
must be contrasted with Scott’s re-

"turn weather—not one entirely fine

day Iin all’ andx;hen the final storm.
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ments doomed Scott. But in comparing
their own accounts it must be remem-
bered that Amundsen penned his when
he announced his victory, and - ‘when a
minimizing of the difficulties may have
seemed the part of modesty and of chiv-
alry to the yet unheard-from Scott.
Scott wrot€ the most vivid part of his
story when it fell to him to explain to
the world. his ‘death,. and the deaths of
his four.companions. The most striking
chapter-begins: ,° s

“ The qauses of this disaster—"
Amundsen’s story is one of great for-




